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Let’s investigate some of the properties  
and uses of paper.

Be a Scientist!

Six samples of paper
A small square object 

with hard corners

Sticky tape Scissors

Water

A ruler, notebook 
and pencilA saucer
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Is all paper suitable for wrapping gifts? 

Try wrapping your square object in each paper sample.

How suitable is each type of paper for this job?
Record your results on a chart.

Not suitable	    Suitable     Very suitable



2

Name	 Date 

www.rubytuesdaybooks.com/scienceKS1

©

How are the suitable paper samples different from the others?

Is paper absorbent or not absorbent?

1. �Cut a strip of each paper that’s 15 cm long and  
3 cm wide. Lay one end of each strip in the saucer. 

2. �Carefully pour some water into the saucer so  
it touches each strip. Observe what happens. 

How far up the strip does the water soak?  
Measure and record your results on the chart in centimetres.

Which paper is most absorbent?  Which is least absorbent?

How is the most absorbent paper different to the others?
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Type of Paper
W

rapping G
ifts 

Results
Absorbent or 
Not Absorbent


