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~ People and Rocks Through the Ages \\

People have used rock as a material for building and
making things for millions of years.

Stone Age people
made their homes
in rocky caves.

The Stone Age is a
time in history. It
began about three
million years ago and
ended about 6,000
years ago.
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Stone Age cave homes at \

Creswell Crags, England \\

Stone Age people carved sharp tips for hunting
spears from a type of rock called flint. i

They cut up meat with
sharp flint tools called
hand axes.

Flint spear tip \

Hand axe
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Rocks are made of solid substances called minerals. A rock can
be made of several different minerals or just one mineral.

Stone Age people had no paper for painting
pictures, so they painted on the rocky walls of caves.

They crushed up rocks to
obtain colourful minerals.
Then they mixed the
crushed minerals with
water to make paint.

At Salisbury in England there
is a circle of tall stones called
Stonehenge.

It was built by ancient people
about 5,000 years ago.

No one knows why Stonehenge was built. Some scientists think it
might have been a temple that people visited to worship the Sun.
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The ancient Egyptians built giant pyramids from blocks of rock.
A pyramid was a tomb, or
burial place, for a pharaoh,
or king.

The Great Pyramid is about
4,500 years old. It is made
of 2.3 million huge blocks

of stone. ; Thé Great Pyramid in Egypt \

In Jordan there is a city carved
out of sandstone rock.

Ancient people carved the city
more than 2,000 years ago.

They carved homes, temples and
tombs for burying their dead.

A temple at Petra \

The Taj Mahal in India was built
just over 350 years ago by
Emperor Shah Jahan.

It was built as a burial place
for his wife.

The Taj Mahal is made from
a rock called marble.
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The Palace of Westminster in London is built from a rock
called limestone.

In the United States, the faces of four U.S. presidents are
carved into a mountain called Mount Rushmore.

It took
400 workers
about 14 years
to create the
giant rocky
faces.
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