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Bees, butterflies, wasps and other insects spread pollen from flower 
to flower. This makes it possible for flowers to produce seeds. 

Insects that spread pollen are known 
as pollinators.

On a warm, dry spring or summer 
day go pollinator watching in a 
garden or park. 

Find a spot where there are lots of 
different plants with flowers to carry 
out your investigations.

1

Let’s Go Pollinator Watching

BE CAREFUL!
Go insect watching with an adult. Do not disturb the bees or other insects. 

Do not touch the insects or put your face close to them.

1. �Use a magnifying glass to look 
closely at the flowers. 
Do you observe any dusty 
pollen inside a flower?

Yellow pollen
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2. �There are about 250 different kinds of bee in the UK.  
Here are five of the bees you might see.

Look closely at the bees on the flowers. 

Do they all look the same? Do any of the bees look like 
the ones above?

Can you spot a bee that 
has pollen on its body?

Honeybee

White-tailed 
bumblebee

Garden bumblebee

Red-tailed bumblebee Tree bumblebee
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3. Count the number of bees on each type of plant.

What colour flowers are the most popular?

Do the popular flowers have a strong smell?

Draw the flower that has the most bee visitors.

4. Use a watch or phone to time a bee for one minute.

How many flowers does the bee visit in that time?

How many flowers do you think a bee can visit in one day?
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Brimstone butterfly Painted lady 
butterfly

Red admiral 
butterfly

Peacock butterfly Cabbage white butterfly

5. There are more than 50 different kinds of butterfly in the UK.

How many butterflies can you spot on the flowers? 
Do you see any of the butterflies in the pictures above?

Which flowers do the butterflies like best?

Are the butterflies visiting the same flowers as the bees?

  Answer: A bee might visit about 2,000 different flowers in a single day!


